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CIT Relays and Switches for Industrial Automation Equipment 

Relays and switches are fundamental components in industrial automation systems, providing 
control and communication functions. These components are used to manage and automate 
processes, machinery, and equipment in various industries, including manufacturing, processing, 
and logistics. CIT relays provide control, safety, monitoring and communication capabilities, 
enabling efficient and reliable operation of machinery and processes. Their use is critical for 
automating complex industrial tasks and optimizing performance. 

Relays in Industrial Automation 

1. Control and Switching: 

o Motor Control: Relays are used to start, stop, and change the direction of electric 
motors. In conjunction with motor starters, relays can handle high current loads and 
provide overload protection. 

o Process Control: Relays are part of control circuits in process automation, 
switching devices on and off based on inputs from sensors or control systems. This 
includes controlling valves, heaters, pumps, and other equipment. 

o Signal Amplification and Isolation: Relays can amplify weak control signals to 
switch larger currents or voltages. They also provide electrical isolation between 
different parts of a system, protecting sensitive components from high voltage or 
current. 

2. Safety and Protection: 

o Interlocking: Safety interlock relays prevent dangerous conditions by ensuring 
certain actions only occur under safe conditions. For example, an interlock relay 
might ensure that a machine cannot start unless all safety guards are in place. 

o Overload and Fault Protection: Relays detect abnormal conditions such as 
overloads or short circuits and disconnect the affected circuits to prevent damage 
and ensure safety. 

3. Automation and Control Logic: 

o Sequential Control: In automated processes, relays can sequence the operation of 
various components, ensuring they activate in a specific order. This is critical in 
complex processes where timing and order of operations are important. 

o Relay Logic: Before the advent of programmable logic controllers (PLCs), relay logic 
was used to implement control logic in automated systems. Even today, relays are 
used in conjunction with PLCs for specific control tasks. 

Switches in Industrial Automation 
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1. Manual Control and Operation: 

o Control Panels: Switches on control panels allow operators to manually control 
machinery, including starting and stopping processes, selecting modes of 
operation, and adjusting settings. 

o Selector Switches: These switches allow users to choose between different 
operational modes or settings. For example, a machine may have a selector switch 
to choose between manual, automatic, or maintenance modes. 

o Push Buttons: Often used for start/stop control, push buttons are a simple 
interface for operators to initiate or halt processes. They can also be used for 
emergency stop functions. 

2. Sensing and Detection: 

o Snap-Action Switches: These are mechanical switches used to detect the position 
or movement of an object. For example, they can detect the end position of a 
machine component or ensure that a door is closed before a process begins. 

Integration with Modern Automation Systems 

In modern industrial automation, relays and switches are integrated with more advanced control 
systems like PLCs, distributed control systems (DCS), and industrial IoT (IIoT) devices. This 
integration allows for: 

• Remote Monitoring and Control: Operators can monitor and control equipment remotely, 
using relays and switches to manage operations from a centralized location. 

• Data Collection and Analysis: Smart relays and switches can collect data on equipment 
performance and status, aiding in predictive maintenance and process optimization. 

• Safety and Compliance: Advanced safety systems using relays and switches ensure 
compliance with safety standards and regulations, providing multiple layers of protection. 

Relays and switches are fundamental to the functionality, safety, and efficiency of industrial 
automation systems. They enable precise control, protect equipment and personnel, and integrate 
seamlessly into complex automated processes. 
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CIT Relays used in Industrial Automation Equipment: 

• J151 Series 
• J152 Series 
• Relay Sockets 

CIT Switches used in Industrial Automation Equipment: 

• AH Series 
• DH Series 
• DHU Series 
• DH22U Series 
• ME Series 
• ES Series 
• RW Series 
• SM3 Series 
• VM3 Series 
• Tactile Switches 
• DIP Switches 

https://citrelay.com/view_relay.php?series=J151
https://citrelay.com/view_relay.php?series=J152
https://citrelay.com/Catalog%20pages/Relays/Socket%20Catalog.pdf
https://citrelay.com/view_switch.php?series=AH
https://citrelay.com/view_switch.php?series=DH
https://citrelay.com/view_switch.php?series=DHU
https://citrelay.com/view_switch.php?series=DH22U
https://citrelay.com/view_switch.php?series=ME
https://citrelay.com/view_switch.php?series=ES
https://citrelay.com/view_switch.php?series=RW
https://citrelay.com/view_switch.php?series=SM3
https://citrelay.com/view_switch.php?series=VM3
https://citrelay.com/category.php?category=Tactile&type=switches
https://citrelay.com/category.php?category=DIP&type=switches

