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CIT Relays and Switches for Food and Beverage Equipment 

Switches and relays are vital components in food and beverage equipment, ensuring the safe, 
efficient, and automated operation of various processes. These components help control 
machinery, regulate temperature, manage fluid flow, and ensure safety and hygiene standards are 
met. Here's how they are typically used: 

1. Control of Motors and Actuators 

• Relays: In food and beverage equipment, relays control motors and actuators that drive 
mixers, conveyors, packaging machines, and other machinery. They allow low-power 
control circuits to switch high-power components, providing precise control over 
equipment operation. 

• Switches: Manual switches can be used to start and stop machinery, providing direct 
control for operators. For example, an operator might use a switch to start a conveyor belt or 
activate a mixer. 

2. Temperature Control and Monitoring 

• Thermostats and Temperature Switches: These devices are crucial in processes like 
baking, brewing, pasteurization, and refrigeration. They activate relays to control heating 
elements, cooling systems, or other temperature-regulating equipment, maintaining the 
desired temperature range. 

• Over-Temperature Protection: Thermal switches can also provide protection by shutting 
down equipment if temperatures exceed safe levels, preventing overheating and ensuring 
product quality. 

3. Fluid Control and Monitoring 

• Snap-Action Switches: Used to monitor and control the pressure of gases or liquids in 
processing systems, snap-action switches can activate relays to maintain safe and optimal 
pressure levels. 

4. Automation and Process Control 

• Control Relays: In automated food and beverage systems, control relays work with 
programmable logic controllers (PLCs) or other automation systems to execute complex 
processes. They can control sequences such as ingredient mixing, packaging, filling, and 
capping, ensuring consistent product quality and efficient operation. 

5. Safety and Hygiene 

• Emergency Stop Switches: These are critical for ensuring operator safety. They allow for 
the immediate shutdown of equipment in case of emergencies, preventing accidents and 
protecting both workers and machinery. 



 

2 | P a g e  
 

• Snap-Action Switches: Used in equipment like ovens, mixers, and packaging machines, 
snap-action switches ensure that machinery cannot operate unless safety guards or doors 
are properly closed. This prevents accidents and contamination. 

6. User Interface and Control Panels 

• Switch Panels: Control panels with various switches provide operators with manual control 
over equipment functions. This includes starting and stopping processes, selecting 
operating modes, adjusting settings, and responding to system alerts or errors. 

• Indicator Lights and Alarms: Relays are used to control indicator lights and alarms, 
providing visual and audible signals about equipment status, faults, or process completion. 

7. Cleaning and Sanitization Systems 

• Control of Cleaning Cycles: In food and beverage processing, maintaining hygiene is 
crucial. Relays and switches control cleaning and sanitization cycles, activating pumps, 
heaters, and chemical dispensers to ensure thorough cleaning of equipment and piping 
systems. 

• Monitoring Systems: Sensors and switches can detect the presence of cleaning agents, 
temperature, and flow, ensuring that cleaning processes meet required standards. 

In summary, switches and relays in food and beverage equipment are essential for controlling 
machinery, regulating processes, ensuring safety, and maintaining hygiene. They play a key role in 
automating operations, improving efficiency, and ensuring consistent product quality. 

CIT Switches used in Food and Beverage Equipment: 

• ME Series 
• Anti-Vandal Switches 
• Process Sealed Switches 
• Snap-Action Switches 

CIT Relays used in Food and Beverage Equipment: 

• J107F Series 
• J107E3 Series 
• J115F1 Series 
• J115F2 Series 
• J115F3 Series 
• J151 Series 
• J152 Series 

https://citrelay.com/view_switch.php?series=ME
https://citrelay.com/category.php?category=Anti-Vandal&type=switches
https://citrelay.com/category.php?category=Process%20Sealed&type=switches
https://citrelay.com/category.php?category=Snap-Action&type=switches
https://citrelay.com/view_relay.php?series=J107F
https://citrelay.com/view_relay.php?series=J107E3
https://citrelay.com/view_relay.php?series=J115F1
https://citrelay.com/view_relay.php?series=J115F2
https://citrelay.com/view_relay.php?series=J115F3
https://citrelay.com/view_relay.php?series=J151
https://citrelay.com/view_relay.php?series=J152

