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CIT Relays and Switches for the Car Wash Industry 

Electromechanical relays and switches are essential to the reliable, automated performance of 
modern car wash systems. From controlling high-power motors and pumps to sequencing wash 
cycles and ensuring safety, these components provide the precision and durability required for 
continuous operation. Relays handle high-current switching and system protection, while switches 
offer critical sensing, user control, and safety interlocks—ensuring every wash runs smoothly, 
safely, and efficiently. 

Here's how they're typically used: 

1. Control of Motors and Pumps 

• Relays: Relays are used to control the electric motors and pumps that drive the brushes, 
water jets, and other mechanical parts of the car wash system. They allow low-voltage 
control signals to switch higher-voltage currents needed for these components. 

• Switches: Switches can manually or automatically start and stop these motors and pumps, 
ensuring they operate at the correct times during the wash cycle. 

2. Sensing and Feedback Systems 

• Limit Switches: These are used to detect the position of moving parts, such as the brushes 
or conveyor belts. When a component reaches a certain position, a limit switch can trigger a 
relay to stop or change the movement. 

• Proximity Switches: These sensors detect the presence of a vehicle and activate the car 
wash cycle. They can also detect the position of the car, ensuring that the wash system only 
operates when a car is present. 

3. Safety and Control 

• Emergency Stop Switches: These are critical for safety, allowing operators or customers to 
quickly stop the car wash equipment in case of an emergency. 

• Control Relays: These are used for more complex control logic, such as timing sequences, 
interlocks, and system resets. For example, a relay might ensure that the water jets only 
activate once the brushes have retracted. 

4. Timing and Sequencing 

• Timers: Timers are often integrated with relays to control the duration of each step in the 
car wash process. For example, a timer might control how long soap is applied before it’s 
rinsed off. 

• Sequential Relays: These relays control the order of operations, ensuring that processes 
occur in the correct sequence, such as pre-washing, washing, rinsing, and drying. 

5. User Interface and Controls 
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• Switch Panels: Car wash equipment often includes control panels with various switches 
that allow operators to select different wash cycles, adjust settings, or manually control the 
equipment. 

CIT Relays used in the Car Wash Industry: 

• J107F Series 
• J115F1 Series 
• J115F2 Series 
• J115F3 Series 
• J151 Series 
• J152 Series 

CIT Switches used in the Car Wash Industry: 

• AH Series 
• AHB Series 
• AHU Series 
• BH Series 
• CH Series 
• DH Series 
• DH22U Series 
• DH40 Series 
• EH Series 
• FH Series 
• GH Series 
• TH Series 
• Process Sealed Tact Switches 
• ME Series 
• VM3S Series 
• Toggle Switches 

In summary, electromechanical switches and relays in car wash equipment are essential for 
controlling motors and pumps, detecting vehicle positions, ensuring safety, managing timing and 
sequencing, and providing user interface options. 

 

https://citrelay.com/view_relay.php?series=J107F
https://citrelay.com/view_relay.php?series=J115F1
https://citrelay.com/view_relay.php?series=J115F2
https://citrelay.com/view_relay.php?series=J115F3
https://citrelay.com/view_relay.php?series=J151
https://citrelay.com/view_relay.php?series=J152
https://citrelay.com/view_switch.php?series=AH
https://citrelay.com/view_switch.php?series=AHB
https://citrelay.com/view_switch.php?series=AHU
https://citrelay.com/view_switch.php?series=BH
https://citrelay.com/view_switch.php?series=CH
https://citrelay.com/view_switch.php?series=DH
https://citrelay.com/view_switch.php?series=DH22U
https://citrelay.com/view_switch.php?series=DH40
https://citrelay.com/view_switch.php?series=EH
https://citrelay.com/view_switch.php?series=FH
https://citrelay.com/view_switch.php?series=GH
https://citrelay.com/view_switch.php?series=TH
https://citrelay.com/category.php?category=Process%20Sealed&type=switches
https://citrelay.com/view_switch.php?series=ME
https://citrelay.com/view_switch.php?series=VM3S
https://citrelay.com/category.php?category=Toggle&type=switches

